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It‘s about 
• a review collection on relevant eLearning literature 

you are asked contribute to.
• discussing specific steps on how to compose 

reviews and have them published on eLearning 
Reviews.

• but it‘s also about more general information 
regarding the importance of the scientific literature 
body, the retrieval, processing and management of 
literature during the research process.
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Reviewing Literature –
an important activity in the research process.

Find your 
research question
• Decide on area of 

interest
• Identify specific 

research question
• Define terms/ core 

concepts
• Formulate sub-

questions and 
hypothesis

Find & review 
„relevant“ literature
• Get an idea of the state of 

discussion and open 
questions in the field

• Identify relevant keywords
• Judge the quality of 

publications and identify 
relevant findings

• Know the relevant databases, 
journals and authors

• Keep track of the latest 
publications

• Stay organized
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Dissertation Structure 
(of an „ordinary“ empirical thesis) 

• Problem Statement
• Literature Review
• Methodology
• Results
• Discussion
• Conclusions
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Boote, D. N., Beile, P. (2005) Scholars Before Researchers: On  the Centrality of the 
Dissertation Review in Research Preparation. Educational Researcher. 34(6) pp. 3-15.

Maxwell, J. A. (2006). Literature Reviews of, and for, Edcational Research: A Commentary 
on Botte and Beile's "Scholars Before Researchers". Educational Researcher, 35 (9), 28-31.
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Boote, D. N., Beile, P. (2005) Scholars Before Researchers: On  the Centrality of the 
Dissertation Review in Research Preparation. Educational Researcher. 34(6) pp. 3-15.

Maxwell, J. A. (2006). Literature Reviews of, and for, Edcational Research: A Commentary 
on Botte and Beile's "Scholars Before Researchers". Educational Researcher, 35 (9), 28-31.

Consensus on the fact that the quality of disseration literature 
reviews in education need improvement.

Disagreement on
• the purpose of doctoral education: become a scholar vs. a 

researcher
• the role of a literature review in the dissertation: different 

metaphors: foundation vs. anchor, tool
• the understanding of relevant literature: in the field of study, 

also outside of the discipline
• the quality criteria: coverage vs. relevance
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• Project History

• Functionality

• Project Perspectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.noe-kaleidoscope.org/
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• Why?
- Writing reviews helps to a qualitative more solid 

interaction with the text.
- You profit from the group activity. You write 2+

reviews in turn you get access to many others.
• How to select articles?
• How to compose a review?
• How to secure quality?
• How to load it into the system? 
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• How to select articles?
⇒ Decide on which category you would like to write reviews for.
⇒ Look for interesting articles fitting the category.
⇒ Send suggestion to jasmina.hasanbegovic@unisg.ch for 

approval.

• How to compose a review?
⇒ See „Review Guidelines“ document
⇒ Provide context, summarize key statements, personal 

evaluation (see sample review)
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• How to secure quality?
⇒ Pair up with a Pro*Doc peer and cross-read review before 

submission.

• How to load it into the system?
⇒ Send review to the IWP...
⇒ adhering to the following timeline

Publication
1st Tuesday of 

the months
May 08, July, Sept., 

Nov. 08, Jan. 09

Upload 
the latest!!!

by 1st Monday 
of the month

Send R. 
to IWP

the latest!!!
by the 27th

Send R. for 
Crosscheck

the latest!!!
by the 20th

Select 
Article

Compose 
Review
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• Have a look at www.elearning-reviews.org

• You get an email with review guidelines and a form
where you indicate 
- how many reviews
- you write when (in which newsletter to be 

published)
- for what category
- and whith whom you are pairing up for peer-

review
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